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2026 4-H RECORD BOOKS

July 8, 2026

June 1 — June 30 on 4-H Online Fee: $15
Junior — Grades 3, 4, and 5
Intermediate — Grades 6, 7, and 8

Senior — Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12

Counties may enter unlimited junior and intermediate books per category.
Only one senior book per category per county is allowed.

Agent and Leader Judging Applications- Due to District Office.

Record Books must be turned in by noon on July 7% to the District Office.
Record Book Judging is a required event for all agents.

The Record Book Committee will meet at the District Office at 2:00 p.m. on July 7%,

RECORD BOOK JUDGING at the District Office in Amarillo.
Registration — 8:30 a.m.
Orientation — 8:40 a.m.
Judging — 9:00 a.m.

(Lunch is on your own — judges may break or work straight through)

Texas A&M AgriLife High Plains Research and Extension Center
3211 Russell Long Blvd., Canyon, TX 79015
Tel. 806-677-5600 | d14-h@ag.tamu.edu

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment

opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.



Please note the following information:

e District 1 4-H will use the State Texas 4-H Record Book Form for all age categories.

e Counties are asked to use the Transmittal Form to accompany books to district judging for
checking books in and releasing books.

e Each 1*place ranked book in each category of each age division will receive a prize.

e All 1*place winners from each age division will be entered in a drawing for a backpack in
their respective divisions. A total of 3 backpacks will be given — 1 Senior, 1 Intermediate, and 1
Junior.

e 1 Place Senior Books will advance to State Record Book Judging.

e Record Books will only be accepted in the 2025-2026 categories.

NEW FOR 2025-2026
* Replaced the 4-H Story with Narratives:
o About Me Narrative (All Ages)
o College & Career Exploration Narrative (Intermediate & Senior Only)
o Essay Prompt Narrative (Senior Only)
» Added “My Year in Photos” section
* Section I — Projects
o All project information will be noted in this section (page limits have increased slightly).
o Encouraged to include at least 4 projects with their main project (to reflect the record book
category they are competing in) being the first entry.
o However, when judging, one should note QUALITY of the project experience vs QUANTITY.
= A young person with 3 active projects may have a lot more of true project experience
than those with 6 projects
* Removed Section IV — Other 4-H Projects (added into Section I)
* Forms can reflect all years in 4-H, not just current and previous 3 years
* Section V - Non 4-H Activities should still focus on more recent years to demonstrate your involvement
outside of 4-H in more real-time
* Removed Animal Agriculture Category and replaced with Open/Self-Directed
* All record books should be typed. Handwritten books should not be submitted.
* DISCONTINUED ZSuites.

JUDGES
We are asking each county to secure at least one volunteer to assist with record book judging.
ALL POTENTIAL JUDGES (CEAs AND VOLUNTEERS) NEED TO COMPLETE THE
APPLICATION AND RETURN TO the District Office by June 30th.
(Agents: You need to be certain that the leaders you ask to judge have received training and guidance or
have judged at the county level.)

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal
employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.



Competitive Record Book Categories

A 4-H member will choose one of the categories for their Record Book entry. The category selected should
be reflective of the 4-H member’s main (most active) project.
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. Veterinary Science

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal
employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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